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“Bush doubtful - 
on SALT talks 


: A fp gj jake FO eect sam 
with Soviets -- 
'_Asserting that there are “worrisome signs’ 
* of a Soviet arms buildup, George Bush told a 
: group of reporters Tuesday over breakfast that 
' he was “not optimistic’ about the achieving of |: 
& SALT H agreement in the near future. . : 
| “There are Signs,” he said, “that the Soviets 
are doing more than [playing] catch-up.” 
| Mr, Bush, who recently resigned as CIA 
. chief, said that despite the reports that he has 
" read of Soviet “eagerness” to get an arms-lim- 
-, itation agreement with the U.S., “I am not op- 
* timistic. tes - ; 
“I am not at al} certain that Brezhney is eager,” he said. 
He added it would be good for President Carter to get to. 
gether with Brezhnev. “It is 800d to probe,” he said, 
; “But,” he continued: “I would like to see more evidence be- 
4 fore] thought it was their objective — te ease tensions, I never 
have seen signs to make me relax."* i Z 
Mr. Bush had been much more cautious in his assessment of 


{ Soviet capabilities and intentions in a TV dnterview with re- 


Porters shortly before he left office. These were, in fact, the 
Most forthcoming public comments he had made on the sub- 
ject. . : : 

Continuing on his thesis that questioned Soviet intent to 
make the arms-limitation concessions the U.S, would have to 


would enter intg any agreement that wasn't in the best interest . 


Here, again, Mr. Bush Stressed his lack of optimism about 
* the outcome of a Carter-Brezhnev summit. - 
Of the “worrisome sigus” about the Soviets, Mr. Bush cited 
the following: “7 . _ : 
© “The increased percentage of their gross national produce’ 
[that} they are putting into their military posture. ° 
* “The evidence of their willingness to sacrifice” in order to 
put moré money inte the military. fae le 
“This [their military buildup} means,” he said, “there is a 


© While not ready to indicate whether he will seek the Re- 
publican nomination for president in 1980, he is “very inter. 


. &Sted’ in the prospect, 


© He had been Opposed “as a matter of Principle” to agree- 
ing that he would not later run for the vice-presidency — 2 con- 
Bressional-imposed Prerequisite to his ClA-directorship con- 
firmation that President Ford, himself, finally agreed to. 


© He says he sees no change in the relationship between 
Moscow and Peking since the advent of the new leadership in: 
China. “After initial attempts by the Soviets to move to lessen- 
ing of the tension,” he said, “it does not now seem ta be mov- 


“Indeed, of What we see from the speeches and toasts [of 
the Peking leaders], there is-so 
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ing different in the relationship resulting from the change an 
ip,” b ded 
i eadership,” Mr, Bush added, : 
ants correspondent Dayld K. Willis reports from: Mos-— 


me itti ignal after signal that it 
‘ in has heen putting out signa ig 
Pa career particularly opportune ee don a 
new limitation on strategie arms with ee : an i 
lysts here say that Soviet aA er ae 
oe td well view these early Carter days as one o 
ean to try and limit. the nuclear arms race be- 
Ae ie reese from hawks on both sides to resume the race 
‘ ' z + a = 
eats pan Ministry’s Press chief, uae as on 
ky, summoned the entire American ‘press corps Fase 
i a 24 and told the newsmen that not Perce 
id i merican media to Mr. ae rs ; i 
sh; pee a - his Jan. 18 Tula speech : ey ee 
of the cold war ..’. transition to normal, s 


among states 2.2” | a 
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